
 

The Lake Shore              

Central School  

District in  

partnership with 

our students,  

families and school                     

community will                     

cultivate engaging,                   

diverse, and                     

challenging              

educational  

opportunities and 

learning  

environments to 

promote life-long 

learning and 

achievement in 

preparation for 

high school  

graduation,  

college and  

A s I reflect on the 2016-17 school year, I am 

reminded of our many successes in and               

outside of the classroom. Our students and staff 

members have been recognized for their                       

excellence locally and nationally in academics, 

athletics, and the arts. The class of 2017 was               

offered more than $1.5 million in scholarships and 

87% will be attending colleges and universities, 

with over 20 students playing on sports teams. 

Others are joining the armed services or starting 

jobs in our community and beyond.  

Thank you to our faculty, administration,               

and non-instructional  staff for making all of our 

campuses a safe and healthy place for our                

students to learn, play, and compete.  

O ur Board of Education worked diligently all 

year to support our District goals and  

spearheaded efforts promoting the Capital                     

Construction Project that voters passed by a               

nearly three to one margin. Our budget remains 

sensible for our community and delivers the               

services our students need to be successful in all 

facets of our schools. To keep that budget                       

reasonable, we continued to implement new                

technology and remained dedicated to our energy 

program making sure the District runs as                       

efficiently as possible.  

In addition, two of our Board Members, Kathleen 

Chiavetta and Carla Thompson, were recognized 

as “Rising Stars” at the Erie County Association of 

School Boards Annual Meeting. Thank you to Mrs. 

Dyan Scritchfield as she leaves the Board of   

Education after several years serving our community 

and welcome to our newest Board member, Mr.                   

Michael Franey who takes office in July. 

I  would also like to give a heartfelt thanks to our                  

parents of the District. Each of you owns our success 

just as much as our students, faculty and staff. We                   

appreciate you! Thank you for all of the sacrifices you 

have made for our students. Thank you for                           

volunteering your time at so many school activities. 

Thank you for rearranging your busy schedules to 

cheer on our athletes at their sporting events, to listen 

to our music programs and to acknowledge the                     

artwork created by our students.  

Thank you for welcoming new parents into our schools. 

Thank you for meeting with our bus drivers and                   

waving at them every day as they worked diligently to 

get our students to and from school. 

I t is truly an honor to be a part of the Lake Shore 

family. I feel fortunate to work with such amazing 

administrators, teachers, and staff. I offer my thanks to 

every one of you for your dedication to the students of 

this community and I value your patience during times 

of change.  

We have much to be proud of in Lake Shore. I thank you 

for your commitment to our students.  

H ave a safe and restful summer with your loved 

ones. Please take care of yourselves, your                  

families, and your friends. 

- James Przepasniak                                                                        

Superintendent of Schools 

Eagle Express 

The Official Newsletter of the Lake Shore Central School District 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

959 Beach Road,  

Angola NY 14006 

Tel:  716-549-2300 
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Darcy Paradiso                 

Valedictorian 

Darcy plans on attending Daeman College to 
become a physician assistant specializing in 
endocrinology.  
 
Her mother has inspired her to be who she is 
no matter what and never doubt herself. Being 
at Lake Shore for four years has shown her 
how unique we all are. 
 
Her advice is to “stay organized and confident. 
No matter how hard it will get, just keep 
on pushing through and try.  

You never fail unless you stop trying.” 

Olivia Slotman                

Salutatorian 
Olivia is attending UB to study biomedical              
sciences. Ms. Rugani has inspired her to be 
strong and independent and to always strive 
to be the best she can be.  
 
She feels that joining the Academy of Business 
and Finance has introduced her to some of the 
most amazing friends and teachers.  
 
Her advice is: “Don’t get lost in the sauce. Take 
school work seriously, but always find time to 
have fun and be happy - that is the most 
important.” 

T he Lake Shore Central School District Class of 2017 graduated on Saturday, June 24. Members of the 

Class have and earned distinction for their academic strength, athletic achievement, artistic ability, 

musicality, character, service and fields of study. The students with the Top Ten Academic Honors are                

featured in this issue.  
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Alicia Majkut      

Ranked Third 

Alyssa Gardner  

Ranked Fourth 

Justin Holland 

Ranked Fifth 

Leah Kruger 

Ranked Sixth 

Alicia Majkut 

Alicia will be attending Canisius College to 
study accounting.  
 
Her parents have always inspired her to work 
hard and stay motivated.  
 
Her advice is to “give yourself at least two 
study halls senior year - late arrival too.                    
 
Reward yourself for working hard those last 
three years.” 
 

Alyssa Gardner 

Alyssa will be attending Brown University in 
the fall.  
 
Her mother is her inspiration because she 
taught her that hard work really does pay off.  
 
She feels that Lake Shore has taught her how 
to be independent and not to rely on anybody 
but herself to get things done.  
 
Her advice: “Work hard but stay humble.” 

Justin Holland 

Justin plans on attending Stony Brook or RIT 
to study physics and automotive engineering.   
 
His dad always told him, “I gave you that 
wonderful brain, now use it.”  
 
His advice is that as hard as it may be, enjoy 
your four years of high school while you can, 
as they’re going to be gone before you know 
it. 
 

 

Leah Kruger 

Leah plans on moving to Oahu for a full year 
to earn her residency and then continue 
her education in Hawaii.  
 
Her inspiration is Brittany Spears 2007.  
 
Her advice is “that not trying at all will bring 
far more regret than failing.” 
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Jon DeMaria 

Ranked Seventh 

Jordan Scholl 

Ranked Eighth 

Audrey Parks 

Ranked Ninth  

Brandon Guzman             

Ranked Tenth 

Jon DeMaria 

Jon plans on attending Geneseo to study                  
biochemistry with a path to medicine.  
 
His inspiration is Mother Theresa because of 
her selflessness. Her actions helped                         
thousands of poor and dying people, not only 
in India, but throughout the world.  
 
Jon’s advice: “Remember, you will get 
stressed! But the best thing to do is let it out, 
get up, and get it done!  
 
If you quit something just because you are 
stressed, you’ll never do anything.” 
 

Jordan Scholl 

Jordan plans on attending Nazareth College 
to study political science and philosophy 
followed by law school at Syracuse                              
University.  
 
She is inspired by her mother and the 
way she treats others around her, showing 
them kindness and compassion.  
 
Jordan’s advice: “Live your life but keep your 
grades up.” 

Audrey Parks 

Audrey also plans on attending UB to study 
business and accounting. She has had perfect 
attendance since kindergarten!  
 
Her mother inspires her because she is such 
a beautiful, strong woman.  
 
Her advice for underclassmen is to actually 
try in school and not use it as a playground. 
 

 

Brandon Guzman 

Brandon is attending UB for pharmaceutical 
sciences.  
 
His greatest influence is his older sister,               
Samantha, who has shown him the value of 
hard work and determination.  
 
His advice is not to be afraid to try something 
new, something on your own. 
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O n Wednesday, June 1, the Lake Shore Senior High School held its annual 

Scholarship and Awards night where students accepted over $50,000 

in honors. Thank you to all of the generous contributors that make these 

awards possible.  

Frederick Garrasi III Memorial Scholarships Compassionate Mentor                                                                                                          
Natalie Cummings, Olivia Slotman ($1,000.00 each) 

Seneca Nation of Indians Senior Incentive Award 
Cami Jones, Shaerod Rodgers ($500.00 each) 
 
John Phillip Sousa Awards  
Natalie Cummings, Brendan Wheeler ($150.00 each) 
 
George A. Braun Memorial Scholarship 
Talia Wright ($1,500.00) 
 
Thomas and Eleanor Chiavetta Family Scholarships 
Music - Josephine Klaczyk   

Business - Darcy Paradiso  

Athletics - Alexa Haberer ($500.00 each) 

Evans Brant Chamber of Commerce                                                                               
Andrew McDonagh ($500.00) 

Evans Township Lions Club Community Service Award                                        
Selena Fendinger, Benjamin Garvey ($750.00 each) 

Arion Award                                                                                                                                 
Mackenzie Fox ($250.00) 

Angola Public Library Scholarship                                                                                  
Darcy Paradiso ($2,500) 

UFCW Local One Benefit Fund Award                                                                          
Audrey Parks ($1,000.00) 

Erie 1 BOCES Education Profession Association                                                    
Benjamin Garvey ($1,000.00)  

Lake Shore Art Teachers Scholarship                                                                                    
Olivia White ($500.00)                                                                                                                    

Evans Art Guild Award                                                                                                      
Shauna Chiappetta, Jasmine Ellis ($400.00 each) 

Roberta Wolfe-Baer Memorial Art Scholarship                                                            
Cami Jones ($500.00) 

Promise in Science & Technology Scholarship                                                                  
Danielle Bachert ($350.00) 

Science Scholarship                                                                                                                  
Kevin Schanbacher ($500.00) 

The following will receive certificates:                                                                           
Highest Average in AP Physics – Madison Stevens                                                            

Highest Average in Physics – Christopher Kostusiak 

Brett Farrell Memorial Scholarship                                                                                       
Olivia Slotman ($1,000.00) 

Level 5 Language Awards                                                                                                  
French: Adam D’Innocenzo  

German: Collin Eastman  ($100.00 each) 

Certificat D’Excellence D’Alliance Francaise De Buffalo                                        
Adam D’Innocenzo (certificate)  

Connors Hot Dog Stand Scholarship                                                                               
Samantha Mascio, Davis Glashauser  ($250.00 each) 

Salvatore Galante MD Memorial Scholarship                                                                   
Olivia Slotman ($500.00) 

Hellert Family Music Scholarship                                                                                       
Brandon Guzman ($200.00) 

National School Orchestra Award                                                                                     
Hannah Rushok, Mitchell Rushok ($100.00 each) 

National School Choral Award                                                                                              
Carissa Littlejohn ($200.00) 

The Director’s Award for Band                                                                                          
Abigail Sciarrino, Brenden McGarrity ($100.00 each) 

Louis Armstrong Jazz Award                                                                                             
Justin Holland  ($100.00) 

Senior High Music Department Achievement Award                                                 
Justin Holland ($250.00) 

Band Booster Scholarship                                                                                                   
Natalie Cummings ($250.00) 

Band Booster “Unsung Hero” Award                                                                                
Lauren Atti, Margaret Hellert, Sophia Koenig ($100.00 each) 

Gary Vassallo II Memorial Scholarship                                                                          
Justin Holland, Sophia Koenig  ($750.00 each) 

Jack R. Geidel Memorial Scholarship                                                                                    
Darcy Paradiso ($500.00) 

NYS Comptroller’s Achievement Award                                                                            
Erika DeAngelis, Jonathan DeMaria, Mackenzie Fox, Sierra Hambly, Margaret 
Hellert, Kiersten McNamara, Kevin Schanbacher, Ashlyn Weaver, Talia Wright 
-certificate 

Marine Scholastic Excellence Award                                                                                 
Brave Williams 

Marine Distinguished Athlete Award                                                                                
Natalie Cummings, Davis Glashauser 

Marine Musical Excellence Award                                                                                         
Mackenzie Fox  

Larry Barreca Memorial Scholarship                                                                              
Davis Glashauser ($1,000.00) 

Angola Volunteer Fire Company Fellowship Service Award                                       
Olivia Slotman ($500.00) 

Highland Hose Auxiliary Scholarship                                                                        
Madison Stevens ($500.00) 

Michael Kolasinski Athletic Scholarship                                                                      
Shaerod Rodgers ($380.00) 

Michael Kolasinski Academic Scholarship                                                                        
Brandon Guzman ($250.00) 

North Evans Volunteer Fire Company & Ladies Auxiliary Scholarship  
Benjamin Garvey ($600.00)    

Norman Backus Memorial Scholarship                                                                            
Aidan North ($500.00) 

Thomas Hock, Kenneth King, Richard Pates, Dennis Small, and Dean 
Todoroff Memorial Scholarship                                                                                               
Matthew Terrano ($100.00) 

Frank Wiatrowski Memorial Scholarship                                                                        
Brandon Guzman ($100.00) 

George J. Pierce Memorial Scholarship                                                                                    
Darcy Paradiso ($250.00) 

Joseph A. Drago Memorial Scholarship                                                                   
Darcy Paradiso ($1,500.00) 

Joseph Rutkowski Memorial Scholarship                                                                           
Eric Senior ($500.00) 

Distinguished  Dramatist Scholarship                                                                               
Devon Rovnak, Jon Sonntag ($100.00 each) 

Outstanding Achievement in English Language Arts Scholarship                     
Madison Scheunemann ($500.00)  

mailto:2@$125.00
mailto:2@($100.00)
mailto:2@$100.00
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Outstanding Achievement in English Language Arts Scholarship                             
Madison Scheunemann ($500.00)  

Student Government Leadership Award                                                                             
Jonathan DeMaria, Mackenzie Fox, Ashlyn Weaver, Talia Wright 

Student Government Leadership Scholarship                                                                      
Ashlyn Weaver ($500.00) 

Stephen Kin, Jr. Memorial Scholarship                                                                                   
Alyssa Gardner ($1,000.00)  

Maue Memorial Scholarship                                                                                                       
Lawrence Jenkins ($1,000.00) 

Jason Hontz Memorial Scholarship                                                                                         
Lauren O’Neill ($500.00) 

Brian Galfo Memorial Scholarship                                                                                         
Jordan Scholl, Lawrence Jenkins, Eric Senior ($1,000.00 each) 

Outstanding Athlete Scholarship                                                                                          
Shayla Scanlan, Lawrence Jenkins ($200.00 each) 

Scholar Athlete Scholarship                                                                                                                   
Jordan Scholl, Eric Senior ($200.00 each)  

Outstanding Student Achievement Awards                                                                            
Art - Audrey Parks 

Business - Darcy Paradiso 

English – Eric Senior 

FACS - Danielle Bachert 

Language - Darcy Paradiso 

Leadership - Talia Wright 

Math - Darcy Paradiso 

Music - Brendan McGarrity 

Physical Education - Zachary Len 

Science - Madison Stevens 

Social Studies - Audrey Parks 

Technology - Alexander Headley (Pin & Tim Hortons Gift Card) 

Renaissance Award                                                                                                                      
Jordan Scholl ($200.00) 

Julius M. & Pius Schwert Memorial Scholarship                                                                
Collin Eastman ($100.00) 

Robert Mackowiak Memorial Scholarship                                                                           
Natalie Cummings ($1,000.00) 

Phyllis M. Roop Nursing Scholarship                                                                                      
Talia Wright ($100.00) 

American Red Cross High School Scholarship Program                                                      
Darcy Paradiso ($500.00) 

2017 Community All-Star Award                                                                                             
Jordan Scholl (plaque) 

Mikolaj & Cecylia Herc Memorial Scholarship                                                                          
Julia Niedziela ($1,000.00) 

NYS Correctional Officers & Police Benevolent Association Scholarship                                                     
Alyssa Diamond, Alexander Headley ($600.00 each) 

Richard Lisi Memorial Scholarship                                                                                        
Christopher Kostusiak ($50.00) 

Gail Lisi Memorial Scholarship                                                                                                    
Darcy Paradiso ($50.00) 

Krombein Memorial Scholarship                                                                                       
Alexander Headley ($300.00)  

Norma Kinney V.F.W. #5798 Auxiliary Memorial Scholarship                                                          
Mackenzie Fox ($100.00)                      

Veterans of Foreign Wars Scholarships Post #5798                                                
Sabrina Blasz, Adam D’Innocenzo ($100.00 each) 

 
Academic Excellence Award  
Darcy Paradiso ($6,000.00/$1,500.00 per year)  
 
Alyssa Gardner, Justin Holland, Leah Kruger, Alicia  Majkut, Olivia Slotman  
($2,000.00 each/$500 per year) 
 
Terry Addison Memorial Scholarship                                                                            
Natalie Cummings ($500.00) 
 
Lake Shore Federal Credit Union                                                                                        
Alexander Headley ($1,000.00) 
 
Gordon E. & Helen Garland Memorial Scholarship                                                      
Rachel Bilek ($100.00) 
                                                   
Marjorie Moran Memorial Scholarship                                                                          
Lauren O’Neill ($250.00) 

American Legion Iroquois Post 1587 Scholarship                                                    
Madison Stevens, Brave Williams ($100.00 each) 

Lake Shore Association of Christian Churches Scholarship                                                              
Danielle Bachert ($500.00) 

Award in Mathematical Excellence                                                                                       
Olivia Slotman ($300.00) 

mailto:2@($100.00)
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The Board also thanks the 

Lake Shore staff, both                

instructional and non-

instructional, for their 

support in relaying the 

information of the Capital                  

Construction Project to all 

who asked for the facts.                             

Your efforts were                         

instrumental in helping 

people understand the 

details of the project and 

in facilitating an informed 

voting process.   

The Awareness                        

Committees from each 

school building in the              

District and in                         

Transportation deserve 

recognition for                              

volunteering to attend 

various District events to 

talk with attendees about 

the project.   

The Board members 

thank you for all the time 

and effort put forth in 

support of our students 

and community. 

Of course, the Capital   

Construction Project 

would not have become a 

reality if not for our Lake 

Shore Administration.  

Their efforts in collecting 

ideas from everyone in all 

buildings throughout the 

District gave us a                     

comprehensive plan that 

spans necessary                         

educational needs, major 

infrastructure needs,               

repairs, and renovations.  

The LSC Board members 

thank you for your                  

guidance and focus in             

developing this plan. We 

look forward to your   

guidance and                               

collaboration as this               

project moves forward. 

The Lake Shore Central 

School Board sincerely 

thanks everyone who had 

a part in this Capital               

Construction Project.  We 

hope you are as excited 

about this initiative as we 

are, and we are looking 

forward to seeing it                

unfold over the next few 

years.   

As the 2016-17 school 

year comes to an end, it’s 

fitting to recall all that has 

happened and enjoy the 

successes that have                

occurred. One special 

event that stands out is 

the Budget Vote. In                   

particular, the Capital 

Construction Project vote 

passed with the highest 

number of votes in recent 

history! 

The Lake Shore                        

Community has shown its 

tremendous support of 

our students and our 

schools by passing the 

Capital Construction                 

Project vote with an               

overwhelming majority!      

It is clear that this                     

community truly values 

education and is proud of 

our District.  The Lake 

Shore Central School 

Board  members thank 

you for giving us the                  

opportunity to move                 

forward with this project 

to make Lake Shore a                     

Destination District.  

Board Members Recognized for Service 

The "Shine On" awards program, is a three-tier                  

program that recognizes Erie County Association of 

School Boards school board members for outstanding 

leadership, learning and service. This award recognizes 

ongoing commitment and dedication to expanding 

one's personal knowledge of issues in education,                   

governance and best practices, as well as working with 

colleagues on other ECASB member boards on issues 

identified as priorities by the association.  

The first tier is reached by completing at least four 
ECASB training programs in a single year.  Often “rising 
stars” are new members, but they also can be veteran 

school board members, and this recognition is                         
testimony to their ongoing commitment to learning and 
professional development.  

ECASB congratulates Lake Shore’s "Rising Stars",                 
Kathleen Chiavetta and Carla Thompson, pictured at 

left. 
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A Successful 

Year at 

Lake Shore 

W e are proud of the many accomplishments we realized in the 2016-17 school year at Lake 

Shore. From academics, arts, and athletics to our passing of the  Capital Construction                 

Project  proposal, we are continuing on our path to being a Destination District in Western New 

York! 

1. The District Budget and vehicle referendum 

passed in the largest voter turnout in recent 

history. 

2. The Capital Construction Project passed by a 

margin of three-to-one ensuring quality              

education and facility for our community in 

the years to come. 

3. Successful implementation of computer-

based testing in both ELA and math                        

examinations also showed a 30% increase in 

students taking the tests. 

4. Lake Shore graduated 193 students with an 

average GPA of 94.5 - they were offered over 

$1.5 million in scholarships. 

5. The launch of Unified Basketball afterschool 

program. 

6. Year long music events open to the public 

including concerts and musicals at all school 

levels. 

7. The Senior High music program brought 

home first place honors in Big Apple                       

Performing Arts Consultants National Music 

Competition. 

8. Five Senior High art students will be                       

featured in a national Art Show in Seneca 

Falls, NY and then at NASA in Washington, 

D.C. 

9. Over twenty of our student athletes will       

continue their sport at area colleges and   

universities. (See page 12 ) 

10.  Five new alumni were inducted into the 

Lake Shore Wall of Fame. (See page 10) 
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We are saying goodbye to a number of employees this 
year, instructional and non-instructional.  

Their service to our District is noteworthy and leaves 
an incredible legacy within our school district and    

community in addition to the thousands of students 
that have been educated, supported and encouraged 
along their journeys through the world.   

Together, they have a combined 617 years of service. 

Instructional staff retirees 

Daniel Battaglia               29 Years   

Joseph Bebak                    31 Years   

Mary Beth Brumagin       32 Years   

Deborah Dinkuhn            31 Years   

Timothy Fitzgerald          32 Years   

Gregory Juszkiewicz       30 Years  

 Joan Kuznia                      30 Years  

Patricia Lyford                  21 Years  

Stanley Moore                  33 Years  

Margery Salley                 33 Years   

Dawn Weber                     33 Years  

Mary Fran Wishman         33 Years   

 

Non-instructional staff retirees  

Irene Armbruster             40 Years   

Dianne Bittinger              19 Years   

Timothy Clark                  21 Years   

Donald Crampton            15 Years   

Christine Collura             28 Years  

James J. Gallager, Jr.      15 Years   

Pamala Graber                 15 Years 

Gerald Kibler                   16 Years  

Carol Kowal                     16 Years   

Marie MacDowell            32 Years   

Irene Mayne                     16 Years   

Patricia Start   16 Years 

 

We cannot thank these individuals enough for their dedication to providing                                  
the best education and services to the children of our District.  

We wish them the best in their future endeavors. 
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Art Students Shine 
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F ive Lake Shore Senior High art students have had their artwork accepted into a national art 
exhibit at the Women's Rights National Historical Park in Seneca Falls, NY this summer. The 

exhibition runs from July-August. The theme of the show is "What Inequalities do People Face               
Today?" Students participating are: Natalie Fessel, Olivia Pericak, Karleigh Easton, Olivia White, 
and Savannah Battaglia. 

 

 

 

 

 

After the exhibition, these artworks are going on to the National Aeronautics and Space                             
Administration and will be included in the international "Dream Rocket Project," a project focusing 
on the fusion of Art and Technology. 

I n June, five Lake Shore graduates were inducted  into 

our Wall of Fame at a ceremony in the Senior High 

auditorium.  A reception in the media center followed 

where their commemorative plaques will be hung 

alongside their fellow members. 

Jeff Connors introduced each inductee and shared their                         

biography from  their school days to their life                           

accomplishments and community service to the Evans-

Angola area. This year’s inductees were: 

L-R: Arthur Litzinger-Class of 1975; Joseph M. Pisarski-

Class of 1964; Robert R. Catalino-Class of 1953; Howard 

M. Frawley-Class of 1964; and William J. Sills-Class of 

1976.  

To read their full biographies, click here.  

Congratulations to the 2017 Lake Shore Wall of Fame  inductees. They are truly representative of the 

great people our schools produce and how dedicated they are to making our community the best it 

can be. 

2017 Wall of Fame Inductees 

http://www.lakeshorecsd.org/cms/lib/NY19001770/Centricity/Domain/4/2017%20Brochure%20-%20Wall%202017%20-%20Final.pdf
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Where Are They Now? 

Dan Willis rolled into NYC in a loaded-down Dodge Shadow on a crisp fall day in 
1992, just days after his 24th birthday. A third generation musician who once ran 
around his grandfather's music store trying to play ALL of the instruments, Willis               
arrived armed with a degree from the prestigious Eastman School of Music, a                   

saxophone, an oboe, and an outsized ambition to play with the best musicians in the 
world. He had honed his musical skills early, sitting in with top Buffalo musicians at 
twelve years old, playing and working in LA, and touring Japan and Europe. And now 
he felt ready to earn a seat with the best New York had to offer. 

A regular player with the Birdland Big Band, he has also played with notables like 
Michael Brecker, Roland Vasquez, John Hollenback, Kenny Wheeler, and Ted Nash. At 
age 21, Willis took the stage at Carnegie Hall for the first time with the Eastman                 
Philharmonia, playing a featured solo on English horn in the final movement of                  

Gustav Mahler's Second Symphony "The Resurrection."  

In 1993, just a few months after moving to NYC, he returned to play tenor sax on that same stage. Carnegie is also 

the setting for a performance with Issac Perlman and Chita Rivera. Since then, Dan has worked in some of the most 

revered performance spaces in the country. He's played with the NY Philharmonic and the New York City Ballet, 

has been a featured jazz soloist with the NY Pops and the Boston Pops, and a featured soloist with the  Baltimore                     

Symphony Orchestra. In addition, Willis has performed with Chita Rivera at the Carlyle, a gig that  included Stevie 

Van Zandt as a special guest. 

Dan has earned a reputation as one of the most sought after woodwind specialists in the city. He has worked                

extensively on Broadway and has played on cast recordings for Grammy nominated "Thoroughly Modern Millie," 

and Grammy winners "West Side Story," "Book of Mormon" and "Kinky Boots." Having a command of a wide range 

of instruments, Dan is as comfortable playing the oboe and the English horn as he is playing the saxophone, and is 

as adept with the flute and clarinet as he is with an EWI in his hands. That versatility keeps him in high demand 

year after year. Considering Willis' versatility, it's no surprise that he's also been called upon to contribute to a va-

riety of television and film soundtrack projects. Dan has appeared with Barry Manilow on both "Good Morning 

America" and "The Rosie O'Donnell Show," with Don Henley on "The Today Show," and with Tori Amos, Renee 

Fleming, and Martin Short during the final week of "Late Night with David Letterman." In addition, Dan has                  

performed on PBS Masterpiece Theatre and for two PBS Specials: "An Evening with Billy Porter" and a New Year's 

Eve gala, "An Evening with Audra McDonald and the NY Philharmonic." Bono and the Edge also included Dan in 

their recording of the musical "Spiderman." 

As a composer, Dan has produced his own body of work. Willis' first two CDs, "Quartet" and "Hand to Mouth"                
focused on pushing more traditional jazz into new territory. As a natural and logical progression, he strived in his 
next compositions to build a bridge between jazz and classical music. Springboarding off of the work of Parisian 
Erik Satie, an early 20th century avant-garde composer and pianist, Dan has composed three CDs of ground-

breaking work - "Velvet Gentlemen," "Satie I," and "Satie II," which have debuted at NYC hotspots like Birdland and 
the Cornelia Cafe.  

Everybody needs to escape NYC madness from time to time, and what better way to do it than to go on tour with a 
bunch of world class musicians! Willis has enjoyed touring Japan with Michael Brecker's Quindectet, Europe with 
John Hollenbeck, and Australia with Liza Minnelli. Stateside he's traveled with individual sensations like Chita               
Rivera, and Don Henley, as well as touring with groups like the NYC Ballet and "West Side Story." Dan Willis'                   
journey from small town New York to the Big Apple has been an extraordinary one. And as Willis will tell you                
himself, he's just getting started.  

Submitted by Joan McDonald, Kevin Schamberger, Elizabeth Schamberger, and Daniel Wieloszynski 

Where Are They Now? 



Welcome to Our New Senior High Principal 

P lease welcome Mrs. Christine Koch, the new principal of the  Senior 
High School.  

Christine comes to us from the Ken-Ton Big Picture Program where she 

served as principal. In addition, she served as assistant principal at both Ken

-Ton East and West High Schools. 

Her instructional background includes teaching math at Cardinal O’Hara, 

Hamburg, and Williamsville. Formerly a Product Integrity Engineer at Fisher 

Price, Christine is a graduate of the Rochester Institute of Technology and holds a Masters of               

Science in Education from Buffalo State College. She received her Administration                              

Certification from Canisius College. 
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The following Lake Shore students will be participating in their respective sport  in college after                 

graduation. Congratulations to all! 

Alexa Haberer - D'Youville, Softball; Natalie Cummings - St. Bonaventure, Cross Country/Track; Alyssa 

Gardner - Brown University, Gymnastics;  Jordan Scholl – Nazareth, Softball; Sophia Koenig - SUNY 

Cortland, Ice Hockey; Shaerod Rodgers – Brockport, Wrestling; Alex Headley – Gannon, Swimming;             

Davis Glashauser – Fredonia, Baseball; Samantha Mascio – Gannon, Cheerleading; Thomas Jaworski - 

Alfred State, Lacrosse; Cary Ignaczak - Pitt Bradford, Golf;  Alyssa Diamond - D'Youville, Volleyball;  TJ 

Kmitch- Buffalo State, Track;  Eli Tallchief – Hilbert, Lacrosse;  Lawrence Jenkins – Brockport, Football;  

Mitchell Rushok – Hilbert, Cross Country/Track;  Andrew McDonagh - Niagara University, Soccer; Olivia 

White - McKendree University, Lacrosse; Sara Gelster – SUNY Morrisville,  Lacrosse;  Brandon Wheeler* 

- Villa Maria, Cross Country/Track;  Sayla Scanlan * - Louisville University, Lacrosse;  Raeann White * - 

Buffalo State, Basketball.  

* Not Pictured   
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On June 9th Lake Shore Middle School held the annual Eighth Grade Celebration. Eighth grade                    

students honored the retiring middle school staff, viewed a slideshow, and students who participated 

in the Wreath Laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Washington DC received a 

token to remember their experience. Following the formal celebration, 8th grade students danced the 

night away at a dance in their honor. A video of the Yearbook slideshow is available on Mrs. Berns’                 

teacher website.    

Celebrating Our Eighth Graders 

National Junior Honor Society 

Members Announced 

On June 1st, Lake Shore Middle School inducted 

the following Seventh grade students into the                      

National Junior Honor Society. These students 

demonstrate dedication, commitment, and                   

academic achievement 

This year’s members are: 

 
Kelly Cian 
Abigail David 
Elizabeth Degenaars 
Myah DiOrio 
Angelina Edgar 
Nathan Eschberger 
Brittney Freebern 
Travis Gamache 
Hailey Garrison 
Fantasy Jimerson-Kenjockety 
Kathryn Justinger 
Hailey Kliszak 

Molly Majewski 
Ryan Martin 
Tristan McMahon 
Tyler Mitchell 
Bethany Montroy 
Aiden Morrissey 

Amber O'Neil 
Emma Scott 
Casey Taylor 
Nina Wholf 
Caitlin Zolnowski 
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J.T. Waugh Elementary 

Highland Elementary 

A.J. Schmidt Elementary 
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